Biographies

Kenneth Law and Stephen Buck are members of Ensemble Argos, a chamber ensemble of musicians whose collective collaboration spans more than 20 years.  Individually, the members of the ensemble have performed both solo and chamber music concerts in Austria, Australia, the Czech Republic, England, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Panama, Puerto Rico, Scotland, Spain and across the United States.  In addition to performing works of all combinations from the standard literature, the ensemble is also dedicated to the commissioning and performing of new works, which reflect the diversity of the ensemble.

Cellist Kenneth Law is Adjunct Professor of Violoncello in the School of Music at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. Mr. Law has appeared nationally as soloist and recitalist, and chamber music performances include appearances at the German Embassy in Washington, D.C., the Kennedy Center’s Terrace Theater, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Jazz at Lincoln Center Concert Series, and Alice Tully Hall in New York City. Mr. Law has also performed in England, France, Scotland, Panama and Puerto Rico as a member of the Converse Trio. He has collaborated with such artists as Earl Carlyss (Juilliard String Quartet), Michael Tree (Guarneri Quartet), Ying String Quartet, Norman Carroll (concertmaster emeritus, Philadelphia Orchestra), Diane Monroe, and the late Samuel Baron, and has recorded orchestral and chamber music for the New Albion and Telarc labels. In March of 2006, Mr. Law was featured on the nationally televised NAACP Image Awards as a member of the Ritz Chamber Players.  Mr. Law gave his first performance at the Piccolo Spoleto Music Festival in Charleston, SC, as a member of the Converse Trio in the spring of 2008, and in the summers of 2009 and 2010 as a member of Ensemble Argos.  In the summer of 2011, Mr. Law will return as a participant in performances of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons.
Prior to his appointment at GMU, Mr. Law spent 15 years on the faculty of the Petrie School of Music at Converse College in Spartanburg, South Carolina as Associate Professor of Violoncello, Chair of the Performance Department, and Assistant Dean. Mr. Law was principal cellist of the Spartanburg Philharmonic, and played in the Greenville (SC) Symphony, Greater Anderson Musical Arts Consortium.  Mr. Law also served as guest principal cellist with Symphony Orchestra Augusta (GA), and the Winston-Salem Symphony Orchestra.  His students have been accepted to the Peabody and Oberlin Conservatories, Cleveland Institute of Music, Indiana University (Bloomington), Florida State University, University of South Carolina, University of North Carolina School of the Arts, and other respected schools of music in the southeast. He is a past president of the South Carolina Chapter of the American String Teachers Association, and most recently he received the 2010 Studio Teacher of the Year Award from this organization. Mr. Law is a regular presenter at the American String Teachers Association National Conferences, offering workshops on the pedagogy of chamber music with colleague, Dr. Christina Placilla.

Mr. Law received undergraduate and graduate degrees in performance from the Eastman School of Music and Cleveland Institute of Music where his primary teachers were Paul Katz and Alan Harris, and a Graduate Performance Diploma from the Peabody Conservatory as a student of Stephen Kates.  While at Peabody, he studied chamber music with Earl Carlyss, and continued these studies as a fellow at the Juilliard School.  For several summers, Mr. Law was a participant in the Aspen Music Festival’s Center for Advanced Quartet Studies, and was coached by the Cleveland, American, Muir, Cavani, Orion and Emerson String Quartets; as a participant in the Norfolk Chamber Music Festival, he was coached by the Tokyo Quartet, Claude Frank, Aldo Parisot, Gyorgy Pauk, and Nobuko Imai.  During the summer Mr. Law serves on the faculty of the Five Seasons Chamber Music Festival, Gateways Music Festival, and the University of North Carolina School of the Arts.
Stephen Buck, pianist, recently made his Weill Hall at Carnegie Hall debut through Artists International in New York. Currently serving on the faculties of the Conservatory of Music at SUNY Purchase and the Hoff-Barthelson Music School in Scarsdale, Mr. Buck is an active performer in the United States and Europe, and was recently awarded his doctoral degree from Yale University.

Recent engagements have included work with So Percussion at Columbia University’s Miller Theater, a concert of works by composer Huang Ruo, four-hand recitals and a performance of Mozart’s Concerto for Two Pianos with pianist and wife Tanya Bannister and the Westchester Philharmonic, vocal collaboration with soprano Heather Buck, and a lecture on the commedia dell’arte in piano repertoire at the Casa Italiana of NYU.
An avid chamber musician and collaborative pianist, Mr. Buck has taught and performed for several summers at the Adriatic Chamber Music Festival in southern Italy.  In 2006 he co-founded the AlpenKammerMusik Festival in Austria, an intensive 9-day course for musicians of all ages.  He has studied at many prestigious summer music festivals, including Boston University Tanglewood Institute, Aspen Music Festival, Music Academy of the West in Santa Barbara, and Kneisel Hall in Blue Hill, Maine.   A firm believer in the value of new music, Mr. Buck has performed works of George Crumb, Steve Reich, and Alvin Singleton for the composers, as well as many works by his own contemporaries, including Marcus Maroney, SebastiÃ¡n Zubieta, Roshanne Etezady, and others.  His upcoming debut CD includes works of Huang Ruo, Schubert, Bach, and Gesualdo.  

Mr. Buck moved back to New York City after teaching piano and music history at the South Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts and Humanities. Prior to moving to South Carolina, he completed a Teaching Fellowship at Yale University, where he earned his Master of Musical Arts in 2001 studying with Peter Frankl. While at Yale, he won the 2001 Woolsey hall Concerto Competition, performing Ravel’s Concerto for the Left Hand.
Mr. Buck received a Master of Music degree in 1998 from the university of Michigan, studying with Anton Nel. As a student at Michigan, he won Second Prize at the 1998 Isabel Scionti Competition, won the university’s Concerto Competition, playing Barber’s Piano Concerto, and received the Stockwell Memorial Scholarship. He also served on the faculty of the Orchard Lake School of Music. Mr. Buck graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Johns Hopkins University in 1995, where he studied with Ann Schein at Peabody Conservatory.
